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In 1849 tHE UNITED STATES WISHED TO CONSTRUCT SUITABLE GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS ON 
THE SHORES OF SAN FRANCISCO BAY BUT, BECAUSE OF THE EXTRAORDINARY EXCITEMENT CREATED 
BY THE GOLD DFSCOVERIES, THE NECESSARY LABOR WAS NOT AVAILABLE IN THAT AREA, 


Lte Cot, CHARLES THOMAS, Q.MeDe, Ue. S. ARMY, CAME TO BANGOR, MAINE, REPRESENTING 
THE U, S, GOVERNMENT AND MADE ARRANGEMENTS WITH CYRUS BROWN AND TWENTY=S1X ASSOCIATES 
TO MAKE THE TRIP To SAN FRANCISCO, THE PARTY WAS MADE UP OF SEVENTEEN CARPENTERS, 
TWO MASONS, TWO PAINTERS, TWO WHEELWRIGHTS, ONE CABINET*MAKER, ONE TURNER, ONE BLACK 
SMITH AND ONE BRICKMAKER, ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT STATED THAT THEY WERE TO "DEPART 
FROM. BANGOR IN AND UPON THE BARK CALLED GOLD HUNTER, JosePH JACKSON, 
FOR SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIAseeAND CONTINUE ON BOARD HER UNTIL THE ARRIVAL OF SAID 
VESSEL AT SAID PORT, OR ANY OTHER WITHIN THE BAY OF SAN FRANCISCO,...AND ON ARRIVAL 
REPORT IN PERSON TO THE SENIOR OFFICER OF THE QR. MR. DEPT. AND THEN ANO THERE ENTER 
UPON AND COMMENCE WORKss,AND TO CONTINUE HONESTLY AND FAITHFULLY TO LABOR AT (THEIR) 
RESPECTIVE TRADES AND OCCUPATIONS FOR THE FULL PERIOD OF ONE HUNDRED DAYS OR UNTIL 
(THEY,SHOULD) HAVE DONE AND COMPLETED ONE HUNDRED DAYS WORK EACH,y.," 


In RETURN, EACH OF THE BANGOR MECHANICS WAS TO RECEIVE CABIN PASSAGE AND FARE TO 
SAN FRANCISCO, QUARTERS AND ONE AND ONE@HALF RATIONS PER DAY WHILE EMPLOYED, MEDICAL 
OR SURGICAL AID IF SICK OR INJURED IN THE PERFORMANCE OF DUTY ANO THREE DOLLARS AND 
FORTY-FIVE CENTS PER DAY FOR THE FULL HUNDRED DAYS, WITH AN HONORABLE DISCHARGE AT 
THE ENO OF THE PERIOD. PRESUMABLY TO LESSEN THE LURE OF THE GOLD DIGGINGS, THEIR 
WAGES WERE TO BE PAID AT THE RATE OF FIFTEEN DOLLARS AT THE END OF EACH THIRTY DAY 
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PERIOD, WITH THE FINAL THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS PAID AT THE END OF THE HUNDREDTH DAY, . 
Cyrus BROWN WAS TO RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL THREE DOLLARS PER DAY FOR SERVING AS MASTER 
BUILDER, THE MEN WERE TO FURNISH THEIR OWN TOOLS, CLOTHING AND BEDDING, NO PROVISION 
FOR RETURN TO BANGOR APPEARS iN THE AGREEMENT, SO IT IS ASSUMED THAT THE MEN INTENDED 
TO REMAIN IN CAL!FORNIA AFTER THEIR ENGAGEMENT WAS FULFILLED. 


ON MARCH 27, I850, ONE DAY AFTER ARRIVING AT SAN FRANCISCO AND FIVE AND ONE*HALF 
MONTHS AFTER LEAVING BANGOR, CYRUS BROWN SUBMITTED THE FOLLOWING REPORT OF THE VOYAGE! 
NON BoaRD THE BARK GoD HUNTER, BAY OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, MARCH 27, 1850... 

Str: | HAVE THE HONOR TO REPORT THAT THE COMPANY OF MECHANICS HIRED AT BANGOR, 
MAINE BY LT, Cot, CHARLES THOMAS, MR. U. ARMYy AND PLACED UNDER MY CHARGE, WERE 
PUT ON BOARD THE Bark GOLD HUNTER, (JOSEPH JACKSON, MASTER) THEN LAYING IN THE PORT OF 
BANGOR AND BOUND FOR THE Bay OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. ON SATURDAY OCTOBER THE 
S1xTH 1849, tHe GoLo HUNTER WAS TAKEN IN TOW BY THE STEAMER TARATINE AND TOWED DOWN 
THE RIVER ABOUT THIRTY MILES TO FORT POINT WHERE THE STEAMER LEFT HER AND WE ANCHORED 
AND REMAINED THERE UNTIL MONDAY THE EIGHTH WHEN WE WEIGHED ANCHOR AND STOOD DOWN THE 
BAY ABOUT FORTY MILES TO THOMASTON HARBOUR NEAR THE MOUTH OF PENOBSCOT BAY, AND THE 
WIND BEING UNFAVORABLE TO GO TO SEA WE ANCHORED AND REMAINED THERE UNTIL FRIDAY THE 
TWELVTH WHEN THE WIND BEING FAIR WE WEIGHED ANCHOR ANDO PUT TO SEAge 


NON SATURDAY NIGHT, SUNDAY ANO SUNDAY NIGHT FOLLOWING WE HAD A VERY SEVERE STORM 
FROM THE NORTHEAST WHICH CARRIED AWAY ONE OF OUR BOATS WHICH WAS SLUNG TO THE STAR~ 
BOARD QUARTER, DURING THE STORM MOST OF OUR COMPANY( INCLUDING MYSELF) EXPERIENCED 
MUCH SEA SICKNESS, THE MOST OF THE MEN, HOWEVER, SOON RECOVERED AFTER THE STORM 
ABATED, BUT MY SICKNESS CONTINUED AND SOON BROUGHT ON A BILLIOUS FEVER WHICH REDUCED 
ME VERY LOW SO THAT | WAS UNABLE TO WALK ACROSS THE CABIN WITHOUT ASSISTANCE FOR ABOUT 
SIX WEEKS, 


"DECEMBER THE THIRTEENTH WE PUT INTO RIO JANERIO, WHERE THE CAPTAIN PROCURED woop 
AND WATER TOGETHER WITH.SOME FLOUR, SUGAR, FRESH BEEF AND POTATOES, AND THE PASSENGERS 
OBTAINED PLENTY OF ORANGES ANO BANANAS TOGETHER WITH SOME KINDS OF FRUIT, WHICH WERE 
VERY REFRESHING AFTER HAVING BEEN OVER TWO MONTHS AT SEA, 


"THE HEALTH OF LuTHER CUTTER AND ARTEMUS CO, THOMAS WAS VERY POOR DURING THE 
PASSAGE TO THIS PLACE, L, CUTTER WITH BILLIOUS COMPLAINT AND INDIGESTION AND THOMAS 
WITH INDIGESTION AND A VERY BAD COUGH, 


"You WILL SEE BY THE ABOVE THAT WE HAD A VERY LONG PASSAGE TO RIO JANERIO BEING 
SIXTY=THREE DAYS FROM THOMAGTON, WHICH WAS OWING TO UNFAVORABLE WINDS, Dec, |7TH WE 
LEFT RIO AND PROCEEDED ON OUR VOYAGE, AFTER LEAVING RIO, Ly CUTTER SOON REGAINED HIS 
HEALTH, BUT THOMAS! HEALTH FAILED HIM VERY FAST HIS COUGH GROWING WORSE AND HIS 
STRENGTH FAILING HIM VERY FAST. 


NJANUARY SIXTEENTH [850 we pousLED Carpe HORN AND FEBRUARY THIRD WE PUT INTO VAL— 
PARISO, BEING FORTY“NINE DAYS FROM RIO JANERIO.g HERE THE CAPTAIN OBTAINED WOOD AND 
WATER TOGETHER WITH FRESH BEEF AND POTATOES, AND HERE TOO THE PASSENGERS OBTAINED 
PLENTY OF FRUIT SUCH AS APPLES, PEARS, PEACHES, PLUMSs MELLONS, ETC, AND HERE WE 08- 
TAINED MEDICAL Ato FoR MR, THomas (MY HEALTH AT THIS TIME BEING FULLY RESTORED.) 


"FEBRUARY SIXTH WE PUT TO SEA AGAIN AND CROSSED THE EQUATOR FEBRUARY TWENTY 
EIGHTH IN LONGITUDE ONE HUNDRED ANO TEN WEST, AND ARRIVED AT THIS PLACE MARCH 26TH, 
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(Reproduced from Whig & Courier Sept.. 1852) 


‘ FOR 
San Francisco Direct! 


The well known clipper built BARK 


GOLD HUNTER! 


300 Tons, NICKERSON, Master. 
This Derk wae built exorcesly for the Californie trede. She made the peasage Gen’ == 
Prencisce te New York in 102 days. She will be fitted up eaprensiy for pessengers ond will be ‘ 


te ballest trim for seiling. Custom-bouse, 
hes sew most of ber - and w:!! be ready for era about the 16th ov 15th Osteber, at the corner of Montgomery 


@t which time the doy of her ssiling wlll be fized to the dey and heur. 


JAMES DUNNING, Agent. 


Reoger, Sept 77. 1062. 
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1850, MAKING THE VOYAGE IN ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY=FIVE DAYS, (Note: MR. BROWN EVI- 
DENTLY FIGURED THE PASSAGE FROM THOMASTON, Oct. 12 RATHER THAN FROM BANGOR, OcT, 6). 


"We HAD A PLEASANT PASSAGE FROM VALPARISO TO THIS PLACE IN WHICH NOTHING EXTRA= 
ORDINARY OR MUCH INTEREST OCCURRED, 


NIN RESPECT TO OUR FARE AND TREATMENT BY THE OFFICERS OF THE VESSEL DURING, OUR 
PASSAGE, | WOULD HERE SAY THAT PART OF OUR PROVISIONS HAS BEEN VERY BAD, FOR INSTANCE, 
A PART OF THE HARD BREAD WAS MADE OF DAMAGED FLOUR, AND WE WERE NOT ALLOWED TO HAVE 
ANY OTHER UNTIL THAT WAS USED UP, WHICH | THINK LASTED ONE FULL THIRD OF THE VOYAGE, 
ALL THE FLOUR PUT ABOARD AT BANGOR, WHICH | THINK WAS FIFTEEN OR SIXTEEN BARRELS WAS 
DAMAGED FLOUR, THE CAPTAIN BOUGHT IN ADDITION TO THIS, | THINK, EIGHT BARRELS AT 

R10 JANERIO WHICH WAS GOOD FLOUR, AND ALL THE FLOUR ON BOARD HAS BEEN USED, THE 

PORK WE HAVE HAD A PART OF THE TIME HAS GE EN OF THE MOST INFERIOR QUALITY AND SOME 
WHAT DAMAGED, ALL THE MOLASSES HAS BEEN VERY BAD INDEED, 


"] WOULD LIKEWISE STATE THAT ELIJAH BECKWITH WAS VIOLENTLY ASSAULTED AND SEVERLY 
BEATEN AND BRUISED BY BLOWS AND KICKS BY MR. WILLIAM By HARDING, FIRST MATE ON BOARD 


THE GOLD HUNTER, ON THE MORNING OF DECEMBER TWENTY=SEVENTH WITHOUT ANY SUFFICIENT 
CAUSE, 


MALL WHICH IS DULY SUBMITTED, Cyrus BROWN, MASTER CARPENTER IN CHARGE OF THE 
GoveRNMENT MECHANICS ON BoarRD OF THE BarRK Goto Hunter", 


ON ARRIVAL AT SAN FRANCISCO THE MEN WERE ALL IN GOOD HEALTH ExcEPT ARTeMUS C, 
THOMAS WHO WAS fLL THROUGHOUT NEARLY THE ENTIRE VOYAGE, THEY GENERALLY COMPLETED 
THEIR HUNDRED DAYS CONTRACT DURING THE LATTER PART OF JULY, I850, BUT CONTINUED TO 
WORK ON BUILDINGS AT A CONSIDERABLE INCREASE IN WAGES, ELIZABETH RING IN A "REFERS 
ENCE LIST OF MANUSCRIPTS RELATIVE TO THE HISTORY OF Mainet!, ANENT THE EXPEDITION 
MAKES THE STATEMENT THAT "THEIR PRINCIPAL PURPOSE WAS TO CONSTRUCT A CUSTOM HOUSE, 
THIS 1S THE FOUR STORY FIRE PROOF BRICK BUILDING ILLUSTRATED HEREWITH WHICH WAS 
BUILT IN 1850 AND DESTROYED BY FIRE ON May 4, Iasi 


MASTER BUILDER BROWN RECEIVED FOURTEEN DOLLARS PER DAY FOR A SECOND HUNDRED BAYS, 
TWELVE DOLLARS PER DAY FOR THE NEXT SEVENTY=NINE DAYS, TEN DOLLARS PER DAY FOR THE 
NEXT TWENTYFOUR DAYS AND EIGHT DOLLARS PER DAY FOR THE NEXT THIRTEEN DAYS, DURING 
THIS PERIOD SUBSEQUENT TO THE ORIGINAL CONTRACT, THE MEN WERE APPARENTLY WORKING ON 
A NON=CONTRACTUAL BASIS, ON NovemBeR 12, 1850, BROWN WAS OFFICIALLY REQUESTED TO 
NOTS8FY THE CARPENTERS THAT WAGES WOULD BE REDUCED TO EIJGHT DOLLARS PER DAY ON Novev= 
BER [5TH AND FROM THAT TIME ON THEY PROBABLY WENT SEVERALLY INTO OTHER EMPLOYMENTS, 


Ir 1S NOT KNOWN WHEN OR HOW MANY OF THE MEN ULTIMATELY RETURNED TO BANGOR, BUT 
THE BanGoR Directory or 1859 sHows AT LEAST A DOZEN OF THOSE WHO MADE THE CALIFORNIA 
TRIP AGAIN RESIDING IN BANGOR, WHILE OPPOSITE TWO OF THE NAMES IN THE GOLD Hunter's 
PARTY APPEAR THE woroDs "IN CaLIrorNia," 


THE BARK GOLO HUNTER, OF 300 TONS, WAS BUILT AT BANGOR IN 1849, HAVING BEEN DE= 
SIGNED EXPRESSLY FOR THE CALIFORNIA TRADE. SHE WAS OWNED AND POSSIBLY BUILT, BY 
James DUNNING OF BANGOR AND WAS DESCRIBED IN HER SAILING ADVERTISEMENTS AS A ®CLIPPER 
BARK," SHE CLEARED FROM BANGOR FOR HER FIRST VOYAGE ON OcTOBER 6, 1849 AND ARRIVED 
AT SAN FRANCISCO 17] DAYS LATER. ON THIS FIRST VOYAGE. IN ADDITION TO THE TWENTY= 
SEVEN GOVERNMENT MECHANICS, SHE CARRIED THIRTEEN GOLD SEEKERS, HER MASTER, TWO MATES 
AND A CREW OF FIFTEEN MEN. HER RETURN PASSAGE FROM SaN FRANCISCO To New YoRK WAS : 
102 pays, SHE MADE A SECOND VOYAGE FROM BaNGOR TO SAN FRANCISCO AND RETURN UNDER * 
Capt. NICKERSON, CLEARING FROM BANGOR OcTOBER 27, U852 WiTH ONE HUNDRED PASSENGERS,» 


"ReFeReNce LIST OF MANUSCRIPTS RELATING To THE HIsToRY OF MAINE" By ELIZABETH RING. 
PART 2, UNIVERSITY OF MAINE STUDIES, 22ND SERIES, No, 45, 1939, 

PHOTO BY THE KINONESS OF THE CaLIFORNIA HISTORICAL SocleTY FROM SOULE ET ALy 
ANNALS OF SAN FRANCISCO, PAGE 2826 
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AMONG THEM SEVERAL WOMEN AND CHILOREN AND THE SAILING CARD HEREWITH WAS ISSUED FOR wee 
THIS PASSAGE, 
Danie. R, IN THE AMERICAN NEPTUNE, VoL. 4, No. 3, STATES THAT THE GOLD 
HUNTER was sotp To AusTRALIA IN 1873 (S.Qe8eDe) OF MELBOURNE, SHE WAS DISMANTLED 
§N 1890, STILL AFLOAT IN 1913, (Note TO MR, MeNGess THIS MATERIAL IS BASED ON AN 
ADDRESS BY EDWARD M, BLANDING BEFORE THE BANGOR HISTORICAL SOCIETY, AS REPORTED IN 2 gat 
THE BANGOR DAILY News ON ApRiL 8, 1931.) (Secretary's Note; A LIST OF THE MECHANICS, rage 
OTHER PASSENGERS AND CREW WILL BE FURNISHED TO THOSE INTERESTED UPON REQUEST, ) Seg 
The Star Sets On The Constellation a 
(In Concress, June 14, 1777: RESOLVED, THAT THE FLAG OF THE THIRTEEN UNITED 7 
STATES BE THIRTEEN STRIPES, ALTERNATE RED AND WHITE$ THAT THE UNION BE THIRTEEN STARS, ‘ S: 
WHITE, IN A BLUE FIELD, REPRESENTING A NEW CONSTELLATION), \. 
'Twas IN 1794 IN THE PORT OF BALTIMORE, SHE FOUGHT ANO WON THE FIRST BIG FIGHT 
THAT THEY LAID HER MIGHTY KEEL, Or our NAVY OF TODAY, 
LIVE=OAK WAS RUSHED FROM GeorciA!s sHORES From WINowARD ISLES TO TRIPOLI, 
AND FROM THE NORTH CAME DEAL, HER COURSE WAS EVER VICTORY 
But Now sHe!s IN DECAY, ‘ 
THE SHIP THEY BUILT WAS SNUG AND TIGHTS 
THEY BUILT HER THICK THROUGHOUT, HER MASTS ARE GONE$ OF GUNS SHE'S NONES 
CopPER BOLTS AND TREENAILS STRONG, SHE ROTS IN BOSTON Bay. 
FUTTOCKS TOUGH ANDO BODY LONG Sap 1S HER PLIGHT, DISMAL HER SIGHT — ¥ 
So sHe'p BE SWIFT AND STOUT, To RESTORE HER NONE WILL PAY, 9 
S50 NOW THEY NEEDED BUT A NAME HER HEART OF OAK IS WELL NIGH BROKE, Eee 
BEFITTING THIS SHIP'S STATION. HER BACK BENDS AT THE KEEL; 5 eels 
AND SO THEY CALLED HER FROM THE FLAG; HER SAILS ARE STRUCKy HER HOLD !S MUCK; % 
THEY NAMED HER CONSTELLATION, GHOSTS STAND 8Y AT HER WHEEL, 


THE WAYS WERE GREASED, THE DOG SHORES EASENS A BILLION HERE, A BILLION THERES 
THERE WAS A JUBILATION, Save Europe FROM PERDITION! 

FOR DOWN THE SLIP THERE WENT THE SHIP, MORE ATOM BOMBS AND ROCKET PLANES = 
THE FRIGATE CONSTELLATION, Not ONE PENNY FOR TRADITION, 


OuR FLAG RODE AT THE MIZZEN PEAK, FRIENDS AND FELLOW COUNTRYMEN 


BHE SAILED TO BATTLE THEN, HAVE HAULED HER COLORS DOWN, 
IN BLOOD AND SMOKE WAS HISTORY WROTE THAT, NO ENEMY COULD DO; 
By TRUXTUN ANO HIS MEN, THAT, TRUXTUN NETER WOULD 00, 


TO HIS GLORY AND RENOWN, 
YEA, THE FLAG FLEW AT THE MIZZEN GAFFy 


SHE WENT TO FIGHT THE WARS; FoR TRUXTUN AND HIS OFFICERS 
TRUXTUN STRODE THE QUARTER -DECK HAVE PASSED ON A TRADITIONS 
AND AT HIS CALL AND BECK PORTER DOWN TO FARRAGUT; DEWEY TO TODAY 


WERE THE COUNTRY'S BRAVEST TARS, WITHOUT AN INTERMISSION, 


So DRAPE THE FLAG UPON HER HULKy 
THE FLAG THAT SHE DEFENDED$S 
THAT GAVE HER NAME3 THAT SHE GAVE FAME, 
= AND LET HER MAYS BE ENDED, 


Bruce GRANT 
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"OLD TIME SHIPS" 
BY JOHN R, Stevens (N.R.G.) 
A DESCRIPTION OF THE Book BY THE AUTHOR 


| WISH TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO INFORM YOU THAT | HAVE RECENTLY HAD PRINTED, 
A BOOK DEALING WITH THE CONSTRUCTION OF SHIPS OF THE PERIOD I600—1850 THAT MAY BE OF 
INTEREST TO YOU ANDO OTHER MEMBERS OF THE NAUTICAL RESEARCH GUILD. 


| HAVE HAD IT PRINTED PRIVATELY, ANO THEREFORE, | SUPPOSE THAT | AM REALLY THE 

PUBLISHER, BECAUSE | AM HANOLING SALES MYSELF. THE BOOK HAS BEEN PRINTED OFFSET 
LITHO, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF SOME OF THE PLATES WHICH ARE COLLOTYPES, THE COMPLETE 
TitLe Is "AN AccouNT oF THE CONSTRUCTION AND EMBELLISHMENT oF OLD TIME SHIPS", Tyere 
1S A FOREWORD WRITTEN BY C, H. J. SNIDER, PERHAPS KNOWN BY SOME OF YOUR MEMBERS °° - °.° 
THROUGH HIS BOOKS ON THE WaR oF [812—14, AND His SATURDAY ARTICLE IN THE TORONTO 
"TELEGRAM" KNOWN AS "ScHOONER DAYS." THerReE ARE I07 PAGES OF TEXT DEALING WITH THE 
VARIOUS ELEMENTS OF HULL CONSTRUCTION, ILLUSTRATEO BY 4 PLATES FROM Steet!'s "NavaL 

_ ARCHITECTURE" REDUCED BY ONE=HALF,. THESE ARE KEY PLATES AND ARE NOT TO SCALE, THE 

. TEXT 1S ILLUSTRATED BY OVER JOO LINE DRAWINGS, IN THE MAIN TAKEN FROM CONTEMPORARY 
MODELS AND PUBLICATIONS. A FEW ARE REPRODUCED DIRECT FROM THE ORIGINAL MATERIAL, THE 
APPENDICES CONTAIN EXTRACTS FROM SUTHERLAND's "SHipBUILOING UNVAIL!p"” oN THE CONSTRUC= 
TION OF CAPSTANS, AND THE SECTIONS FROM A CONTRACT ON THE FORM OF THE HEAD AND STERN, 
ALSO, THE SECTION ON STERN CONSTRUCTION FROM GRIFFITHS! "Marine ARCHITECTURE," AND 
Heywooo's account oF THE "SOVERAIGNE OF THE SEAS", THerRE ARE ALSO FIFTY PAGES OF 
TABLES OF SCANTLING FROM AN ANONYMOUS "SHipBUILOERS! Repository" oF 1789, GIVING 
TIMBER DIMENSIONS FOR ALL CLASSES OF 1600. . MOST OF THE PHOTOS WERE MADE SPECIALLY 
FOR ME AND HAVE NEVER BEEN REPRODUCED BEFORE, THE PAGE SIzE 1S 94 x 12" aNo THE TEXT 
Is SET IN IOPT, BOOKMAN, EACH CHAPTER HAS A DECORATIVE INITIAL IN TWO COLORS, THE 
TITLE PAGE IS IN RED AND BLACK, WITH A SMALL FIGURE OF A I7TH CENTURY SHIP, THE BOOK Lae 
HAS A SPIRAL WIRE BINOING ANO STIFF FABRIKOID COVERS WITH GOLD STAMPING, THC EDITION 
Is LIMITED TO 400 = EACH COPY NUMBERED AND THE PRICE, IF BOUGHT AT THIS TIME DIRECT 
FROM Mey Is $10.00. 


JOHN R, Stevens, 165 Ronan Ave, Toronto 12, 0NTARIO 


"THE DAYS OF SAILING SHIPS WILL EVER BE ALIVE" 
FROM A LETTER BY ROBERT B, APPLEBEE 


We, Mrs, ApepLesee ANO |, LEFT WASHINGTON ONE AFTERNOON AT ABOUT 2 O'CLOCK AND 
THE SECOND NIGHT FOUND US SNUGLY SETTLED IN THE CoppeER KETTLE IN ROCKLAND, MAINE, WE 
MADE HEADQUARTERS THERE FOR A COUPLE OF DAYS AND DROVE OVER TO BELFAST AND CHATTED 
WITH FRANK BAILEY, A MERE BOY, 84 YEARS YOUNG, WHO SAYS THAT HE IS JUST AS SMART AS HE 
EVER WAS BUT THAT HE CANNOT RUN, HE HAS THE FINEST MEMORY EVER AND TELLS OF SEEING 
40 YOKE OF OXEN LINED UP ALONG THE ROAD WITH PRODUCE, ETCey TO LOAD GN BOARD SAILING 
VESSELS TIED UP AT THE PIERS AT CITY POINT. WE ALSO CALLED ON MISS MAUDE THORNDIKE, 
OF UPPER BRIDGE, WHO INHERITED THE CAPTAIN RYAN ESTATE AND EVERY DAY SHE IS FINDING 
SOMETHING, THAT IS TUCKED AWAY SOMEWHERE, PERTAINING TO SAILING VESSELS OR THE SEA, 
ONE OF THE INTERESTING ITEMS IS AN OLD Bitt oF SALE OF A SAILING VESSEL OF THE FOX 
ISLANDS WHICH IS DATED BACK IN 1770. GETTING BACK INTO BELFAST WE CALLED ON A, C, 
HOPKINS, ANOTHER OLD TIMER, RETIRED, AND HE WANTED TO KNOW SOMETHING OF AN OLD RELA 
Tive, CaPTAIN PELEG YOUNG, WHO SKIPPERED SQUARE RIGGERS OF THE WINSLOW FLEET, OUT OF 
PORTLAND, MORE THAN 70 YEARS AGO AND | WAS MOST PLEASEO THAT | COULD HELP HIM as | 
HAD A RECORD OF TWO VESSELS ON WHICH THE CAPTAIN SAILED,. THE NEXT CALL WAS IN CAMDEN 
WHERE WE HAD A CHAT WITH MR. TEWKSBURY WHO IS MUCH INTERESTED IN THE EARLY HISTORY OF 
THE TOWNy INCLUDING THE MANY SAILING VESSELS THAT WERE BUILT THERE, FINALLY WE AR@ 
RIVED BACK IN ROCKLAND WHERE WE FINISHED THE DAY AND LONG INTO THE NIGHT TALKING OF 
OLD SAILING VESSELS WITH ALDEN STANLEY, RALPH CALDERWOOD AND OTHERS, AN EARLY START 
THE NEXT MORNING TOOK US INTO THOMASTON WHERE WE CALLED ON CAPTAIN ARTHUR J, ELLIOTT 
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WHO TOOK US INy SAT US DOWN AND TALKED OF SAILING VESSELS, THE WALLS OF HIS OFFICE 
ARE ADORNED WITH PHOTOS AND HALF MODELS OF THOMASTON BUILT SAILING VESSELS, THE DUNN 
& ELLIOT FLEET BEING WELL REPRESENTED, 


THE MANY STOPS THAT WE MADE BETWEEN THOMASTON, Me., AND SALEM, MASS,, HAD LITTLE 
TO DO WITH THE SHIP HISTORY HOBBY BUT WE DID STAY OVERNIGHT AT HAMPTON BEACH, N.H., 

WHERE WE COULD SEE THE SURF ROLL IN FROM OUR WINDOW, ARRIVING AT THE PEaBooyY MUSEUM 
IN SALEM, MASS,, WE WERE GREETED BY MR, COPELAND AND MR. DODGE WHO WERE UNTIRING IN 

THEIR EFFORTS TO ASSIST ME IN MY HOBBY, | HAVE ALWAYS SAID 'ANY MAN IS A PRINCE WHO 
CAN SEE SOMETHING IN THE OTHER FELLOW'S HosBY! AND HERE | HAVE MET A COUPLE OF THEM, 
THe TAYLOR COLLECTION OF SHIP PORTRAITS WAS ON EXHIBITION AT THE MUSEUM, 


THE NEXT NAUTICAL MINDED PERSON THAT WE MET WAS HARRY ERSKINE OF AYER, MASS., 
ANO HIS CORDIAL GREETING, AS WE DROVE UP, WAS ‘STEP OUT AND COME ASHORE, We HAD A 
COUPLE OF HOURS WITH HARRY AND THEN JUST HAD TO LEAVE HIM, HE HAS A NICE PLACE OUT 
THERE, JUST OUTSIDE OF THE TOWN, HAS A GOOD REFERENCE LIBRARY TO BOLSTER HIS EXPER=— 
IENCE ANDO MEMORY AND LOVES TO TALK OF EARLY SHIPS AND SHIPPING, FROM THERE WE GYP= 
SIED BACK TO WASHINGTON WITH THE THOUGHT FOREMOST IN OUR MINDS THAT THE DAYS OF SAILe 
ING SHIPS WILL BE AL!VE IN SOMEONE'S MIND FOR A LONG TIME YET, 


CATALOGUE OF MODEL SHIPWAYS 
1950 EpItioNn 
A Review BY Harry 0. HAMILTON 


THE FIRST STEP IN NAUTICAL RESEARCH 1S ONE'S FIRST SHIP MODEL, SHIP MODELING 
HAS MADE MANY "DEEP ARM CHAIR SAILORS", THE FIRST MODEL CREATES A DESIRE FOR MORE 
NAUTICAL INFORMATION, WE SOON ARE PROUD OF OUR NAUTICAL LIBRARY, WE BUY PAMPHLETS 

cid AND BROCHURES ON SHIPS AND MARITIME HISTORY BECAUSE THESE LITTLE BOOKS ARE THE WORK 
OF SPECIALISTS, Move. SHipways of Fort Lee, N. dey ARE SPECIALISTS. THe 1950 

OF THEIR CATALOGUE IS A PAMPHLET OF SHIP MODEL KITS ANDO suPPLIES (PRICE 25 cTs,) 

WHICH ILLUSTRATES AND DESCRIBES TEN FAMOUS SHIPS MADE FROM AUTHENTIC PLANS, 


THE FOLLOWING SHIPS WITH THEIR HISTORIES ARE LISTED? 


Revenue Cutter ROGER 8B, TANEY, New York, 
BrRiGantine NEWS BOY oF Boston, 1854 
Diese. Tuc DESPATCH NO, 9 oF San FRANCISCO 
MeRCHANT Bric VOLANTE oF New Yorw, 1853 
FisHING ScHoonerR ELSIE, GLoucester, Mass., 1910 
Battimore ScHooneR DAPPER TOM, 8 GUN PRivaTeeR, I815 
Steam Papote Cutter HARRIET LANE or New Yorn, 1857 
U. S. Frigate ESSEX or Satem, 1779 
VIRGINIA Pitot Boat KATY of Norrork, 1800 
GRAND Banks FISHERMAN BENJ. W. LATHAM oF NoHaANK, Conn, 1902 
Extreme Crippen SHie YOUNG AMERICA, New Yorw, 1853 


1833 


ALSO ARE LISTED FOUR SHEETS OF PLANS OF THE FOUR MASTED ScHOONER MARY E, FOSTER 
BUILT BY HALL BROS. PorT BLAKELY, WASH., DRAWN BY JOHN LYMAN ANO THE MT, WASHINGTON, 
BEAM ENGINED PADDLE EXCURSION STEAMER OF Lake WINNEPESAUKEE, N.H., 1872, CowpreTe 

SET OF FIVE SHEETS OF PLANS DRAWN BY JOHN A, BREYNAERT. 


SAN FRANCISCANS WILL BE INTERESTED IN THE 5/32" scaLE KIT oF THE DESPATCH NO, 9 

. WHICH WAS MADE FROM THE PLANS FURNISHED BY THE STANDARD OIL Co, THe cuTTeER HARRIET 
LANE 18 CREDITED WITH FIRING THE FIRST SHOT IN THE DEFENSE OF Fort SumPTER, IN THIS 
KIT DECALS ARE SUPPLIED FOR PADOLE 80X DESIGN AND THE PADDLE FRAMES ARE CAST, THE 
NAMES OF 38 FAMOUS SHIPS IN DECALS ARE LISTEO IN LeTTERS 1/16" HIGH AND ALSO 9 PORT | 
NAMES, THE LIST AND ILLUSTRATIONS OF FITTINGS IS A NAUTICAL GLOSSARY AND IS A RE 

FERENCE BOOK IN ITSELF. 
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RIGGING LINES ...eeFROM THE SHOP OF HENRY DIEFENBACH 


HAVE NOTICED IN THE JOURNAL ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS A DIFFERENCE OF OPINION AMONG & 
THE SHIP MODELERS AS TO RIGGING MATERIAL, | SUPPOSE ALL MODELERS HAVE THEIR PET ' 
IDEAS, AND NOT TO BE DIFFERENT, SO HAVE |, SO | MAY AS WELL TELL MY METHOD, 


| HAVE LONG SINCE DISCARDED EVERYTHING BUT HARD TWISTED LINEN FOR RIGGING LINES, 
THE ONLY PLACE | USE COTTON IS A VERY FINE No, 70 FOR SEIZING OF SHROUDS OR BRACES. 
FISHER OF ROVAL OAK, MICH, USED TO HAVE SOME VERY GOOD LINEN, BUT | DON'T KNOW WHAT 
IT 1S SINCE THE WAR, | THINK IT WAS IMPORTED IRISH LINEN, | HAVE A PROCESS WHICH | 
HAVE FOUND ELIMINATES ANY STRETCHING OR SHRINKING AND HAVE FOUND IT VERY SUCCESSFUL, 
AT LEAST IT HAS PROVED SO OVER A PERIOD OF MANY YEARS, | FIRST DYE THE LINE, IN THE 
CASE OF WHITE, WHICH SHRINKS IT, | THEN PASS IT THROUGH HOT BEESWAX, IT COMES 
THROUGH THIS BATH IMPREGNATED AND COATED HEAVILY. | THEN PASS IT AROUND A HOT METAL 
DRUM SLOWLY WHICH MELTS OFF ALL SURPLUS WAX, LEAVING THE FIBRES IMPREGNATED BUT NOT 
DESTROYING THE APPEARANCE OF THE LAY OF THE LINE. DURING THIS "MeLTING ouT" PRO= 
cess | Give IT A LOT OF HAND WORKING TO TAKE OUT ALL STRETCH, WHEN RIGGING | GIVE 
IT A SLIGHT WAXING AND A LOT OF HAND STRETCHING AND WORKING, | HAVE NEVER HAD A 
PIECE OF RIGGING "Come AND GO" AFTER IT IS ONCE SET. HAVE MADE NUMEROUS TESTS OF 
SUSPENDING WEIGHTS ON AN 8! LENGTH AND LEAVING IT EXPOSED TO VARIOUS WEATHER CON@ 
DITIONS BUT IT REMAINS STABLE, 


My "orum#® FOR WORKING OUT THE SURPLUS WAX IS A VERY SIMPLE AFFAIR, MERELY A 
TIN CAN PLACED OVER A 40 WATT ELECTRIC BULB ANO FASTENED TO A BASE, SEVERAL WRAPS 
OF LINE AROUND THE CAN IS DRAWN BACK AND FORTH UNTIL ALL SURPLUS WAX IS MELTED OUT, 
THE HAND WORKING AND STRETCHINGs OF COURSE, IS VERY ESSENTIAL. WHEN YOUR SHIP IS 
RIGGED, THE LINE MUST NOT SHOW WAX IN THE LAY) BUT IF YOU HAND WORK IT SUFFICIENTLY, 


1T NOT, 


| HAVE TRIED SILK, COTTON AND NYLON WITHOUT SUCCESS, ! BELIEVE PROPER LINEN 
LINE WILL SIMULATE CORDAGE MUCH BETTER THAN ANYTHING, 


PAGENSTECHER LINEN ror RIGGING LINES 
By DR, Rosert HUEBNER 


A NOTE TO YOUR MEMBERS WHO HAVE DIFFICULTY IN PURCHASING LINEN FOR RIGGING, 
SURGICAL SUPPLY HOUSES HAVE ON HAND LINEN SUTURE MATERIAL BOTH IN BLACK ANDO NATURAL 
THAT SERVES VERY WELL. IT MAY BE PURCHASED IN MANY SIZES FROM ,007" To ,Q25", THIS 
TYPE IS KNOWN AS PAGENSTECHER LINEN, THE SIZES ARE LISTED IN SURGICAL GAUGES BUT 
THE INCH DIAMETERS ARE EASILY WORKED OUT, THE LINEN KNOWN AS MAYO LINEN THREAD 
COMES SMALL, MEDIUM AND COARSE AND AGAIN JIS EASILY MEASURED FOR ACCURATE WORK WITH 
A MICROMETER, ! HAVE FOUND IT TO BE MUCH BETTER LINEN THAN CAN BE OBTAINED FROM 
THE AVERAGE SUPPLY HOUSE AND THE NATURAL CAN BE DYED TO ANY COLOR, 


NOTES, .«.eFROM THE SHOP oF JOHN J, FLYNN 


PERMIT ME TO SAY THAT | WILL STRING ALONG WITH MR, HORNSBY REGAROING LINEN 


i RIGGING LINE, | HAVE FOUND RIGGING OF LINEN WILL STAND THE TEST OF TIME WHEN TREATED 
WITH BEESWAX TO KEEP THE SULPHURIC ACID FUMES OUT==THIS IS SO PREVALENT IN THE AIR 
OF CITIES AND IT WILL EAT UP THE LINE, | AM NOT AS FORTUNATE AS Mr, HORNSBY IN ’ 


BEING ABLE TO GET SO MANY OIFFERENT SIZES OF LINEN LINE AND HAVE HAD TO BE CONTENTED 
WITH WHAT | COULD GET IN THE TWIST, THREE STRANDS FOR SHROUDS, AND AS WE DECREASE 
AS WE GO UP, AND USUALLY MY LINEN LINE IS SMALL ENOUGH TO GO ONLY TO THE TOPMAST 4 
HEAD AND FROM THERE ON | GET ALONG THE BEST | CAN, BUT USUALLY MAKE OUT SOMEHOW, 


SETTING UP THE STANDING RIGGINS—=——SEVERAL SHIP MODELERS HAVE BEEN SUR~ 
PRISED TO SEE ME SET UP SKYSAIL YARDS FIRST AND THEN WORK DOWN, | DO IT THIS WAY 
so | WILt NOT HAVE THE LOWER BRACES IN MY WAY, MAYBE IT IS UNORTHODOX BUT IT IS 

PRACTICAL, 
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WooD—==MY YARDS AND UPPER MASTS ARE MADE OF HICKORY WHICH | GET FROM A SLEDGE 
HAMMER HANOLE, IT SPRINGS AND BENOS A LOT BEFORE IT BREAKS, | PREFER BASSWOOD FOR 
DECK PLANKS, IT TAKES A FINE CLEAR LACQUER FINISH, SMALL CHISELS MADE FROM SAIL 
MAKER'S NEEDLES OR BROKEN DIE SINKERS FILES ARE HANDY TOOLS WHEN FITTING THE NIBBED 
ENDS OF DECK PLANKS, SOFT WOOD, WHEN BRUISED, CAN BE FIXED BY APPLYING WATER TO 
THE BRUISE AND IT CAN AGAIN BE SMOOTHED DOWN, 


Once | SAW A RATHER MEDIOCRE SHIP MODEL RESTING IN A CRADLE THAT WAS A BEAUTIFUL 
PIECE OF INLAY WORK, THE MODEL WOULD HAVE PASSED HAD IT BEEN MOUNTED ON AN ORDINARY 
CRADLE. THE CRADLE STOLE THE SHOW, SO MAKE THE WHOLE JOB BALANCE UP AND AVOID ANY 

OUTSTANDING FEATURE, 


ANSWER TO Query No. 47, SHips Betts, sy Docror BERENSON, MR. JOHN J. FLYNN. 
CHATTERTON IN HIS "MeRcANTILE Marine" says "sHip's BELLS WERE IN USE IN THE LATE 
IStH CENTURY, THe GRACE A DIEU Listeo A "wacHe Bette" IN HER INVENTORY IN 1485, 
THe sHip REGENT atso LIsteo Two "WacHe Betces" tn 1495, 


THE LAST GRAIN RACE 


PAMIR ano PASSANT 
From THe Novemser Maritime Review, J.. Ferrect Corton (N.R.G,)EDITOR 


AVAILABLE INFORMATION INOICATES THAT THE| THAT THE TWO SAILERS HAVE BEEN CHARTERED 
LAST GRAIN RACE HAS BEEN RUN, THE STEEL BY THE BRITISH MINISTRY OF FOOD TO ACT AS 
4m,8Q, PAMIR, 3,020 Gross TONS, CAPT, VeR=| "FLOATING GRAINERIES", THEIR CARGOES 

3 NER BJORKFELT, wH!CH SAILED FROM PorT Vic=| HAVING BEEN PURCHASED BY THAT DEPARTMENT. 
TORIA, SouTH AUSTRALIA, LADEN WITH 60,000 THE TWO 4M,e8Q3, ARE THE LAST COMMERCIAL 
BAGS OF BARLEY ON 28, May. 1949, ARRIVED DEEP=WATER SQUARE=RIGGED SHIPS IN COMMIS=— 
IN FALMOUTH, ENGLAND, BY WAY OF CAPT HORN, | SION. THE HIGH COST OF VESSEL OPERATION, 
ON 2, Oct., 1949, AFTER A PROLONGED PASS= | PROHIBITIVE INSURANCE RATES, LACK OF LU- 
AGE oF 130 pays, SHE HAD BEEN SPOKEN ON CRATIVE CHARTERS, AND SCARCITY OF SQUARE- 
22, AuG., IN L. N24-50 AND Log 33-50 AND | RIGGED MEN SEEMS TO SPELL THE END OF THIS 
AGAIN ON 6, SEPT., !N Le N38=27 AND Lo. TYPE OF DEEP=WATER SAIL OPERATION. THUS, 
W38-12, No INFORMATION iS AVAILABLE Con= |-THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE OF THE FIRM's PAMIR, 
CERNING HER PORT OF DISCHARGE, Previousty| PASSAT, POMIERN, ano VIKING Is UNCERTAIN 
ON 19, Sept.,; THE 4m. BQ. PASSAT, 3, 183 GROSS} ALTHOUGH IT IS MOST UNLIKELY THAT THEY 
TONS, Capt. |vAR HAGERSTRAND, WHICH SAILED | WILL EVER AGAIN TAKE PART IN PURELY 
FROM PoRT VICTORiA, SOUTH AUSTRALIA,;LADEN [MERCIAL ENTERPRISES, |T 1S HOPED THAT 
wit 56,000 SACKS OF HEAVY WHEAT ON |,JUNEg THEY MAY BE UTILIZED IN THE FUTURE AS 
HAD ARRIVED IN QUEENSTOWN, [RELAND, FOR TRAINING VESSELS FOR WHICH PAMIR, PASSAT, 
ORDERS AFTER A PASSAGE OF 110 pays. THIS |ANO VIKING ARE EMINENTLY SUITABLE DUE TO 
VESSEL WAS SUBSEQUENTLY ORDERED TO PENARTHg THEIR SIZE, CARGO CAPACITY, LARGE CREW 
Waces, IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT THE TWO BAR= | ACCOMODATION, RIGy AND AGE, 

QUES WILL PROBABIL.Y BE OFFERED FOR SALE BY 
GUSTAF ERIKSON INiERESTS, THEIR OWNERS, 
MEANWHILE, IT HAS BEEN PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED 


QUERIES 
Query No: 52, Masts or THe SEA WITCH, sy Dr, BERNARD BERENSON,.....DIO THE SEA WITCH 
HAVE SEPARATELY F!IODED ROYAL MASTS WHEN SHE F:RST CAME OUT? OR DID SHE HAVE HER 
TOPGALLENT, ROYAL AND SKYSAIL MASTS IN ONE SPAR? PLEASE STATE SOURCE OF INFORMATION, 


a 


‘a 


Query No. 53, Famous wrecks oF THE Great Lakes BY HARRY E, ERSKINEveees THERE WAS THE 
WRECK OF ONE OF THE EARLY VESSELS THAT WAS USED ABOUT CHamPLAIN!'S Time, DOES ANY— 
ONE KNOW WHERE HER BONES LIE? IF SHE HAD A NAME, WHAT WAS IT? ANDO THERE IS THE 

ROYAL GEORGE sunk IN LAKE CHAMPLAIN THAT | WOULD LIKE TO KNOW ABOUT, 


@ 
‘ 
. 


148 
VOLUME Ii NOVEMBER 1949 NUMBER 11 


Query No. 54, "Neck RINGS oF A CANNON" By E, N, RICH, WHEN WAS THE "NECK RING" & 
FIRST USED. BY THIS | MEAN THE RING ABOVE THE BUTTON THROUGH WHICH THE BREECH TACKLE 1 
WAS PASSED TO SECURE THE GUN, | BELIEVE IT was ABOUT 1779 FOR THE CARRONADE AND 

ABouT 1800 FOR THE CANNON, ALSO DATE THROUGH THE BUTTON, | SHOULBE “SAY IT WAS ABOUT 

1830. J poust THAT THE "NECK RING" WAS USED DURING THE REVOLUTION, WILL BE PLEASED 

TO HAVE THESE DATES CHECKED AND ALSO REFERENCES, 


Query No. 55, He M, S. IMPLACABLE or 1800, JoHN R. STEVENS, PERHAPS OUR LONDON 
MEMBERS CAN FIND OUT THE FATE OF THIS FAMOUS SHIP, AND IF SHE IS REALLY TO BE BROKEN 
UP, ALSO IS THERE AN EFFORT BEING MADE TO MAKE A RECORD OF HER STRUCTURE? 


Query No, 56, Deck Detaics or A Great Lakes ScHOONER, JOHN R, STEVENS, | came 

UPON A RARITY IN TORONTO, A 3/8" SCALE MODEL, IN FRAMEy OF A THREE MASTED LAKE SCHOO 
NER, C, 1870, | HAD THE JOB OF REPLACING A FEW MISSING PARTS, WHILE TAKING OFF HER 
LANES, [| WOULD VERY MUCH LIKE TO FIND SOME ONE WHO CAN SUPPLY DETAILS OF CABIN LAY= 
OUT AND FITTINGS FOR SUCH A SHIP,y SO THAT | CAN MAKE A COMPLETE PLAN, I THINK SHE 
WAS AMERICAN ORIGIN, 


Query No. 57, Two Sets or PLANS, Le R. SINGER WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHERE HE CAN 
suy 1/8" scaLe PLANS oF THe U, S, HARTFORD, 


MRe ERNEST MAUDER, PROSPECTIVE MEMBER, WOULD LIKE TO GET THE PLANS OF THE FAMOUS 
AND mYsTeRTouS MARY CELESTE, 


INTRODUCING NEW MEMBERS 


DR. Rosert Huesner, 42] SteeR Ste, ADDISON, MICH. THE wRitess "My 
FESSION DOES NOT ALLOW A LOT OF TIME FOR MY HOBBY, BUT | HAVE MODELS TO MY CREDIT 

WHICH INCLUDE THE FLYING CLOUD, ESSEX, SOVEREIGN OF THE SEAS, A TEN GUN PRIVATEER 

AND A SCALE MODEL OF MY OWN LIGHTNING CLASS SLOOP, AT PRESENT | AM WORKING ON THE 

BUILT UP MODEL oF THE LEXINGTON sy C, G. Davis. -.1 AM INTERESTED IN AMERICAN SHIPS 

OF THE PERIOD FROM THE REVOLUTION To 1/850", 


Ke Re PFIRMAN, 347 East I7TH Ste, ERIE, PA. MR. PFIRMAN IS INTERESTED IN HISTORY 
AND MODELS UP THROUGH THE SAIL=STEAM PERIOD OF THE Civil, WAR AND AT PRESENT IS WORK> 
ING ON A MODEL OF THE NIAGARA AND PLANS TO MAKE MORE OF PeRRY'S FLEET, 


Le Re Sincer, 1128 Cotowtck Drive, DayYTon 10, "| HAVE BEEN BUILOING SHIP 
MODELS sINCE 1904, MANY OF MY EARLY MODELS WERE OF RACING YACHTS OF THE PERIOD 1904— 
1915, THE OTHERS INCLUDE CLIPPERS, FRIGATES AND WHALERS, MY LAST MODEL COMPLETED 

IN APRIL ts THE CONSTITUTION wHicH Now STANDS 1N THE DaYTON ART MUSEUM, 


JOHN R, Stevens, RONAN Ave,, TORONTO 12, ONTARIO, CANADA, AFTER READING THE 
DESCRIPTION OF HIS BOOK "O_o Time SHips" IN THIS ISSUE IT IS NOT DIFFICULT TO FIND 
WHERE HIS INTERESTS LIE, HE IS ALSO INTERESTED IN GREAT LAKES SHIP BUILDING, IN 
PARTICULAR THE WaR oF 1812 ANO STATES HE IS A SHIP MODELER THROUGH RESEARCH ONLY 
AND THAT HIS ONLY Movet Is aA 1/4" scace oF THE BOUNTY, 


Norman S, Riooertt, 2229 West GRAND Bivo., Derroit 8, Mich. Mr. IS AN 
ARTIST AND A COLOR PHOTOGRAPHER AND HAS A FINE COLLECTION OF COLOR SHOTS OF THE SMALL 
SAIL BOATS USED BY THE NAVAL ACADEMY TO TRAIN YOUNG MIOSHIPMEN ‘AND OF SHIPPING ALONG 
THE EASTERN COAST, HE PLANS TO SEND US A PAPER LATER ON GREAT Lakes CRAFT, 


FRANK BAILEY, CITY PoINT, BeLFast, MAINE. We ARE PLEASED TO we_come MR, BAILEY 
TO THE GUILD, MR, APPLEBEE SPEAKS OF HIS VISIT WITH MR, BAILEY IN HIS LETTER ANO 
MR. ERSKINE HAS WRITTEN ABOUT HIM MANY TIMES, BOTH STATE THAT HE HAS A WEALTH OF 
INFORMATION ABOUT PENOBSCOT SHIPS, 
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Bruce GRANT wWRITeSs "| HAVE RECEIVED woRD FROM REAR AoMIRAL RoBERT B, DENNISON, 
* NAVAL AIDE TO PRESIDENT TRUMAN, THAT THE CONSTELLATION FUND COLLECTING HAS BOGGED 
: DOWN, so | TURNED OLIVER WeNDELL HOLMES AND HAVE WRITTEN THIS POEM = "THe Star Sets 
ON THE CONSTELLATION®,,,,EXTRA COPIES OF THIS POEM ARE FURNISHED WITH THIS ISSUE, 
4 ALL MEMBERS REALIZE OUR ACUTE INTEREST IN THE FATE OF THIS OLD 
(1) FRIGATE AND IT 1S HOPED THAT THESE EXTRA COPIES WILL BE GIVEN TO 


THE EDITORS OF THE NEWSPAPERS IN YOUR CITY AT ONCE, We wiLL 
APPRECIATE CLIPPINGS FROM THESE PAPERS. 


THIS ISSUE WE INTRODUCE FOUR NEW MEMBERS FROM THE GREAT LAKES 
REGION WHO ARE INTERESTED IN THE HISTORY AND OLD SAIL SHIPS ON OUR 
INLAND WATERS, WiTH MEMBERS NOW LOCATED AT TORONTO, BUFFALO, 
CLEVELAND, ERJe€, DerRoIt, ADDISON, CHICAGO AND EVANSTON, WE MAY 
EXPECT SOME ARTICLES ON THIS SECTION, 


We WOULD LIKE TO SECURE BELAYING AND RIGGING PLANS OF A CLIP= 
PER, WE ARE AWARE OF THE PLANS OF MAGOUN, GRIMWOOD AND DAVIS, 
BUT WISH TO BE INFORMED OF OTHERS, THE FOLLOWING REMARKS FROM A 
LETTER OF WINTHROP PRATT JR, WILL PERHAPS EXPLAIN OUR REASON, 

"| HAVE FOUND BELAYING PIN AND RIGGING PLANS UNSATISFACTORY BE= 
CAUSE THE PIN PLAN ONLY SHOWS (OR PURPORTS TO SHOW) WHERE THE LINES 
i'END UP AND DO NOT TELL YOU HOW THEY GOT THERE™—A VERY IMPORTANT 
NUT OF INFORMATION AND NOT EASILY COME BY, THE RIGGING PLANS 
Bono WHERE THEY START 3UT DO NOT SHOW WHERE THEY END up", 


THE CRABTREE SHIP MODELS 


BY H, F. 


MANY SHIP MODELERS HAVE AMBITIOUS PLANS FOR THAT "ULTIMATE" IN SHIP MODELS THEY 
ARE SOMEDAY GOING TO BUILD, BUT FEW, EVEN DAYDREAM MODELS OF SUCH PERFECTION AS THOSE 
BUILT BY MR. AUGUST F, CRABTREE, EAST INOIAMANy ROYAL YACHT, ENGLISH 50=GUN SHIP 
(circa 1685), MEDITERRANEAN GALLEY, GONDOLA OF AN ITALIAN NOBLEMAN OF 16923 ALL BUILT 
IN THE BEST ADMIRALTY TRADITION, TRUE TO SCALE AND WITH MINUTE EXACTNESS OF DETAIL, 
ALL THESE, AND MORE, WERE RECENTLY ON DISPLAY AT GimseL's IN PITTSBURGH, We owe A 
GREAT DEBT TO SamMUEL PEPYS FOR HAVING STARTED THE PRACTICE OF COLLECTING AND PRE- 
SERVING THE OLD ADMIRALTY MODELS, BUT WE ALSO OWE A DEBT TO MR, CRABTREE FOR PROVING 
THAT THE ART OF MAKING MODELS OF THEIR PERFECTION IS NOT ENTIRELY LOST, 


Mr, CRABTREE HAS DEVOTED 23 YEARS TO BUILDING THE 15 MODELS IN HIS COLLECTION 
AND OURING THAT TIME HAS ALSO BUILT UP A PRIVATE LIBRARY OF OVER 500 VOLUMES, TO AID 
HiM IN THE RESEARCH NECESSARY TO INSURE THE CORRECTNESS OF EACH DETAIL, 


THE MODELS IN THIS COLLECTION SHOW THE EVOLUTION OF SHIPS, RANGING FROM A PRIM 
ITIVE RACT, WITH ONE OF OUR LONG FORGOTTEN ANCESTORS POLING ALONG, TO A SIX FOOT 
MODEL OF THE CUNARD LINER BRITTANIA of 1840, THE WORKMANSHIP DISPLAYED ON THESE 
MODELS IS BEYOND REPROACH, EVERY ITEM AN EXACT MINIATURE DUPLICATE OF THE ORIGINAL, 
BUT IT 1S IN THE INTRICATE CARVING THAT HE FINOS THE FULL SCOPE FOR HIS ARTISTRY. 

IT tS IMPOSSIBLE TO ADEQUATELY DESCRIBE THE BEAUTY OF THE CARVING ON THESE MODELS — 
HOW CAN ONE DESCRIBE PERFECTION? THe ENGLISH 50—GUN SHIP HAS A WEALTH OF CARVINGS 
FROM FIGUREHEAD TO STERN LANTERNS, THE STERN AND QUARTER GALLERIES ARE A SOLID MASS 
OF CARVING, SO DELICATELY MODELED THAT IT IS ONLY WHEN VIEWED THROUGH A MAGNIFYING 
GLASS THAT ONE CAN APPRECIATE THE SUPERS ARTISTRY OF THE WORK, THE OTHER MODELS HAVE 

B-) CARVING OF EQUAL BEAUTY, IT MUST NOT BE IMAGINED THAT THIS CARVED WORK IS PUT ON 
JUST WILLY“NILLY, FOR WHERE THE MODEL IS OF A PERIOD IN WHICH THE DECORATION WAS NOT 

OF AN ELABORATE NATURE, MR, CRABTREE HAS SHOWN HIMSELF A TRUE ARTIST BY HIS RESTRAINT, 

AN EXAMPLE OF THIS IS IN HIS MODEL OF A ROMAN GALLEY, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN SO EASY 

TO HAVE OVERDONE THE SWAN HEAD AT THE STERNy BUT THE RESTRAINT 3S APPARENT, THERE 
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1S A FIGURE STANDING ON.THE POOP THAT COULD WELL BE ST, PAUL HIMSELF, ANDO THIS THE 
ACTUAL VESSEL ON WHICH HE MADE HIS VOYAGE, 


MANY OF THESE MODELS HAVE FIGURES OF THE CREW AT VARIOUS TASKS ABOUT THE DECK, 
THESE ARE MOST REALISTIC, SO OFTEN ONE SEES FIGURES CRUDELY CARVED AND ALL WITH THE 
SAME UNLIFELIKE APPEARANCE. THE CREWS ABOARD MR, CRABTREE?S MODELS ARE INDIVIDUALS, 
EACH HAS PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS AND 1S GOING ABOUT HIS WORK IN A SEAMANLIKE MANNER, 


ONE COULD GO ON FOREVER ABOUT THESE MODELS, BUT COULD NOT CONVEY TO ANOTHER 
THEIR TRUE BEAUTY. THEY MUST BE sEEN! 


AFTER HAVING SEEN THESE MODELS | HAD THE ADDED TREAT, OF SPENDING AN EVEN ING 
IN THE COMPANY OF THE MAN WHO BUILT THEM, COINCIDENT TO ONE OF MY VISITS WITH WAYNE 
YARNALL, MR, AND Mrs. CRABTREE WERE INVITED FOR DINNER AND WE THERE LEARNED THAT HE 
HAS BEEN A SHIP ENTHUSIAST FROM BOYHOOD, AT THE AGE OF I4 HE WAS WORKING IN PoRT= 
LAND SHIPYARDS, SAILING DURING HIS LEISURE TIME, AND STUDYING WOOO=CARVING AS A 
HOBBY, MODELING IS NOW A FULL=TIME OCCUPATION. IN THEIR PERMANENT HOME IN KISSIM— 
MEE, FLORIDA, AUGUST CRABTREE AVERAGES 300 HOURS A MONTH AT THE JOB, EVEN WITH THE 
ASSISTANCE OF HIS WIFE IN THE ROLE OF SAILMAKER AND PAINTER, 


MRS. CRABTREE IS ALSO THE CAPABLE BUSINESS MANAGER WHEN THE COLLECTION IS ON 
TOUR, AND BOTH SHARE THE RESEARCH WORK IN LISRARIES AND MARINE MUSEUMS, PLANS ARE 
UNDER CONSIDERATION TO SET UP THE EXHIBIT IN A PERMANENT LOCATION SO THAT EVERYONE 
MAY HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY OF VIEWING THE CRASTREE MODELS AT LEISURE, 


THE POLLY 
FROM A LETTER BY Harry E, ERSKINE 


WELL, DOWN AT SEARSPORT CAPTAIN COLCORD TALKED A BIT OF THE POLLY, HE REALLY 
WAS FOND OF THE OLD GIRL, | GUESS THAT SHE WAS JUST ANOTHER ONE OF THOSE BUILT BY 
THE MILE AND CUT<oF "Bots", aNo LIKE CUTLER ANDO OTHERS SAY, HAO TO BUMP A BILLOW THREE 
TIMES AND THEN FALL=OFF AND SAIL AROUND IT; 8UT TO WE CLD TIMERS BACK HERE IN NEw 
ENGLAND SHE IS REGARCED WITH A LOT OF AFFECTION, I| FIRST SAW THE POLLY GHOSTING UP 
THE BUCKSPORT SIDE OF THE RIVER ON A BEAUTIFUL SUMMER DAY asoUT 1904, AN OLO SAILOR— 
MAN TOLO ME SHE WAS THE POLLY AND THAT SHE HAD FOUGHT IN THE WAR OF I812, BEEN A 
PIRATE CRAFT, RUN "NiGGerRs®™ AND DONE HER SHARE OF SMUGGLING, IT WAS NOT UNTIL AFTER 
MY MOTHER'S DEATH BACK IN 1945 WHILE | WAS GOING OVER SOME OLD PAPERS IN A TRUNKy UP 
HERE ON THE FARM, THAT | CAME ACROSS A PHOTOGRAPH OF A SEARDEO GENTLEMAN WITH AN IN@= 
SCRIPTION ON THE BACK TELLING THAT IT WAS UNCLE WILLIAM FLowers, LATER A 800K OF CLD 
CLIPPINGS LOANED ME BY MY COUSIN HAROLD BAILEY, BROTHER TO THAT HAIRY@CHESTED, INCIAN= 
FIGHTING, EX=FOREST RANGER, FRANK BAILEY THAT ROBERT APPLEBEE WRITES TO, REVEALED 
THAT .UNCLE WILLIAM WAS NONE OTHER THAN THE CAPTAIN FLOWERS WHO WAS TIED UP WITH THE 
SANFORD, VANDERBILT RATE WARS ALONG OUR COAST BACK IN THE MiooLE 1800's, Two CLIP: 
PINGS TOLD OF HIS BEING ABORD THE POLLY AS COOK WHEN A LAD OF TEN YEARS, UNDER HIS 
FATHER WHO WAS MASTER OF HER AT THE TIME, THE NEXT YEAR HE WAS MADE AN A,Bey AND WHEN 
EIGHTEEN HAD THE SCHOONER HUNTRESS, AND WAS MAKING A PILE OF MONEY IN LUMBER TRADE, 
THE WILD YARNS ABOUT THE POLLY'S PAST WERE BUNCOME, PURE AND SIMPLE, SHE WAS LAID 
DOWN IN AmeseBuRY, Mass, IN 1804, LAUNCHED IN 1805 AS A SLOOP, LATER CHANGED TO A 
SCHOONER WHEN SHE WAS LENGTHENED ANDO WIDENED, SHE O1ED AT BAKERS YACHT BASIN THE 
WINTER OF I9IQ WHEN NAVY MEN ON DUTY THERE BROKE HER UP FOR FUEL=WwOOD, Bos APPLEBEE 
HAS HER PICTURE, AND | HAVE HER STORY, 


. 
P.S. BoTH oF THE BAILEY MEN WERE ABOARD THE POLLY aS Laos, CAPTAIN FLOWERS HAD THEM ee 
ABOARD WHILE HE WAS LOADING LUMBER AT THE BOARD=LANDINGS AT BELFAST. THESE LANOINGS 
WERE UP THE PASSAQASSAWAKEAG River. | seLteve THAT | HAVE THREE PHOTOS OF POLLY 
INCLUDING THE ONE BoB A, GOT HIS PRINT FROM, 
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